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1. How it will be described on the ballot: The constitutional amendment protecting the 
right to engage in farming, ranching, timber production, horticulture, and wildlife 
management. 

KEY POINTS: Protects citizens’ rights to engage in farm, ranch, timber, horticulture, or wildlife 
management practices on land that they own. The amendment grants the legislature authority 
to step in and regulate these practices only in three very specific instances: Public health & 
safety. Animal health or crop production. Conservation of natural resources. The amendment 
also permits the legislature to use or acquire property only as is authorized by the Texas 
Constitution. 
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER:
Deuteronomy 10:14: All the earth belongs to God.
Genesis 2:28: God granted dominion over the earth to man.
Acts 5:4: Affirms the principles of ownership and authority over one’s private property.
Exodus 20:15: You shall not steal.
Exodus 20:17: You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, 
nor anything that is your neighbor’s.

2. How it will be described on the ballot: The constitutional amendment authorizing a 
local option exemption from ad valorem taxation by a county or municipality of 
all or part of the appraised value of real property used to operate a child-care 

facility.
KEY POINTS: Allows counties and municipalities to exempt child-care facilities from taxation. 
Authorizes the exemption to be based on a percentage of appraised value, but not less than 
50%. Allows the legislature to define “child-care facility” and to establish eligibility requirements. 
It is unknown how much this proposition will cost local taxing entities.*
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER:
Luke 20:25: And He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, 
and to God the things that are God’s.
Romans 13:7a: Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due.
Deuteronomy 1:17a: You shall not show partiality in judgment; you shall hear the small as 
well as the great;
Proverbs 28:21: To show partiality is not good, Because for a piece of bread a man will 
transgress.
James 2:9a: but if you show partiality, you commit sin…
Proverbs 20:10: Diverse weights and diverse measures, They are both alike, an 
abomination to the Lord.

3. How it will be described on the ballot: The constitutional amendment prohibiting the 
imposition of an individual wealth or net worth tax, including a tax on the 
difference between the assets and liabilities of an individual or family.

KEY POINTS: Bars the legislature from imposing a tax based on the net worth of an individual 
or family. Bars the legislature from imposing a tax based on the difference between assets and 
liabilities of an individual or family.
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER:
The Bible provides for only two types of taxes:
    Equal-amount tax (i.e. poll tax): Exodus 30:11-16
    Equally proportioned (flat-rate) tax: Numbers 18:21-24, Deuteronomy 14:22-29, and 26:12-13.
Luke 20:25: see Proposition 2. Romans 13:7a: see Proposition 2.

4. How it will be described on the ballot: The constitutional amendment to authorize 
the legislature to establish a temporary limit on the maximum appraised value of 
real property other than a residence homestead for ad valorem tax purposes; to 

increase the amount of the exemption from ad valorem taxation by a school district 
applicable to residence homesteads from $40,000 to $100,000; to adjust the amount of 
the limitation on school district ad valorem taxes imposed on the residence homesteads 
of the elderly or disabled to reflect increases in certain exemption amounts; to except 
certain appropriations to pay for ad valorem tax relief from the constitutional limitation 
on the rate of growth of appropriations; and to authorize the legislature to provide for a 
four-year term of office for a member of the board of directors of certain appraisal 
districts.
KEY POINTS: Gives the legislature the authority to temporarily limit the maximum appraised 
taxable values for real estate for a given tax year. Increases the homestead exemption from 
$40,000 to $100,000. Reduces the amount of limitation on school district taxes for the disabled 
and elderly. This means that the limitation on school district taxes will be reduced, resulting in a 
higher tax burden for the elderly and disabled. Nevertheless, when combined with the 
increased homestead exemption, the elderly and disabled will see their taxes lowered, but the 
net benefit will be less than what they would see without this reduction in the limitation.
Exempts property tax relief efforts from being labeled as state spending (appropriations), when 
calculating whether the state overspent, according to constitutional spending limits. Imposes a 
four-year term limit on members of a county’s tax appraisal board.
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER:
Luke 20:25: see Proposition 2.      Romans 13:7a: see Proposition 2.
The Bible provides for only two types of taxes: see Proposition 3.
“Property is so sacred that there is a complete absence of any land or property taxes in 
Biblical law” (Quine, 2019)

5. How it will be described on the ballot: The constitutional amendment relating to the 
Texas University Fund, which provides funding to certain institutions of higher 
education to achieve national prominence as major research universities and 

drive the state economy.
KEY POINTS: Renames the National Research University Fund as the Texas University Fund 
(TUF). Moves funds from the Economic Stabilization Fund (Texas’ “Rainy Day Fund”) to the 
TUF. Transferred amounts are not to exceed $100 million dollars per year. TUF funding will go 
to major research universities in Texas, to make them more prominent, nationally. State 
universities already receiving funding under Article VII, Section 18, of the Texas Constitution 
may not receive new money from the TUF.
This proposition will cost Texas taxpayers an estimated $208.4 million dollars each year.*
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER:
1 Samuel 8:11-18: And he said, “This will be the behavior of the king who will reign over 
you: He will take your sons and appoint them for his own chariots and to be his horsemen, 
and some will run before his chariots. He will appoint captains over his thousands and 
captains over his fifties, will set some to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and some 
to make his weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. He will take your daughters to 
be perfumers, cooks, and bakers. And he will take the best of your fields, your vineyards, 
and your olive groves, and give them to his servants. He will take a tenth of your grain and 
your vintage, and give it to his officers and servants. And he will take your male servants, 
your female servants, your finest young men, and your donkeys, and put them to his work. 
He will take a tenth of your sheep. And you will be his servants. And you will cry out in that 
day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves, and the Lord will not 
hear you in that day.”
Deuteronomy 1:17a: see Proposition 2. Proverbs 28:21: see Proposition 2.
James 2:9a: see Proposition 2.  Proverbs 20:10: see Proposition 2.

Constitutional Amendments
2023TEXAS

GUIDE TO the



christiansengaged.org                                                                              Pray • Vote • Engage

6. How it will be described on the ballot: The constitutional amendment creating the 
Texas water fund to assist in financing water projects in this state.
KEY POINTS: Creates the Texas Water Fund, to be administered by the Texas 

Water Development Board (TWDB). Authorizes the legislature to provide tax money for the 
fund. Requires the legislature to decide how Texas Water Fund money will be spent.
This proposition will cost Texas taxpayers an estimated $1 billion dollars.*
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER:
1 Peter 2:13-14: God gave government the limited role of enacting justice: punish those 
who do wrong, and commend those who do right.
Deuteronomy 1:17a: see Proposition 2. Proverbs 28:21: see Proposition 2.
James 2:9a: see Proposition 2.  Proverbs 20:10: see Proposition 2.

7. How it will be described on the ballot: The constitutional amendment providing for 
the creation of the Texas energy fund to support the construction, maintenance, 
modernization, and operation of electric generating facilities.

KEY POINTS: Establishes the Texas Energy Fund, to be administered by the Public Utility 
Commission (PUC). New funds would be used for electricity-generating facilities, to maintain 
the Texas electric power grid. The fund would also fund projects for backup power.
This proposition will cost Texas taxpayers an estimated $5 billion dollars.*
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER:
1 Peter 2:13-14: see Proposition 6.          Deuteronomy 1:17a: see Proposition 2.
Proverbs 28:21: see Proposition 2.         James 2:9a: see Proposition 2.
Proverbs 20:10: see Proposition 2.

8. How it will be described on the ballot: The constitutional amendment creating the 
broadband infrastructure fund to expand high-speed broadband access and 
assist in the financing of connectivity projects.

KEY POINTS: Creates the Broadband Infrastructure Fund, administered by the Texas Sate 
Comptroller. The fund can be used to expand access to broadband internet and 
telecommunications. This fund expires on September 1, 2035, unless extended. Any 
remaining funds will be deposited in the General Revenue Fund.
This proposition will cost Texas taxpayers an estimated $1.5 billion dollars.*
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER:
1 Peter 2:13-14: see Proposition 6.                Deuteronomy 1:17a: see Proposition 2.
Proverbs 28:21: see Proposition 2.                James 2:9a: see Proposition 2.
Proverbs 20:10: see Proposition 2.

9. How it will be described on the ballot: The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the 88th Legislature to provide a cost-of-living adjustment to certain annuitants 
of the Teacher Retirement System of Texas.

KEY POINTS: Gives the legislature the authority to provide adjusted cost-of-living payments 
to retired teachers in the Teacher Retirement System of Texas. Authorizes the legislature to 
make the adjusted payments out of the general revenue fund taxes.
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER:
1 Samuel 8:11-18: see Proposition 5.             Deuteronomy 1:17a: see Proposition 2.
Proverbs 28:21: see Proposition 2.  James 2:9a: see Proposition 2.
Proverbs 20:10: see Proposition 2.  1 Peter 2:13-14: see Proposition 6.

10. How it will be described on the ballot: The constitutional amendment to 
authorize the legislature to exempt from ad valorem taxation equipment or 
inventory held by a manufacturer of medical or biomedical products to 

protect the Texas healthcare network and strengthen our medical supply chain.
KEY POINTS: Allows the legislature to exempt medical or biomedical manufacturing 
equipment or inventory from taxes.
This proposition will cost Texas taxpayers an estimated total of $79 million dollars.*
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER:
Deuteronomy 1:17a: see Proposition 2. Proverbs 28:21: see Proposition 2.
James 2:9a: see Proposition 2.  Proverbs 20:10: see Proposition 2.

11. How it will be described on the ballot: The constitutional amendment 
authorizing the legislature to permit conservation and reclamation districts 
in El Paso County to issue bonds supported by ad valorem taxes to fund the 

development and maintenance of parks and recreational facilities.
KEY POINTS: Grants the legislature new authority to establish “conservation and 
reclamation” districts in El Paso County for parks and recreational facilities. Allows the El 
Paso district to allocate taxes and issue bonds to develop and maintain their parks and 
recreational facilities.
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER:
Deuteronomy 1:17a: see Proposition 2. Proverbs 28:21: see Proposition 2.
James 2:9a: see Proposition 2.  1 Samuel 8:11-18: see Proposition 5. 
Proverbs 22:7: The rich rules over the poor, And the borrower is servant to the lender.
Proverbs 22:26: Do not be one of those who shakes hands in a pledge, One of those 
who is surety for debts;
Proverbs 20:10: see Proposition 2.

12. How it will be described on the ballot: The constitutional amendment 
providing for the abolition of the office of county treasurer in Galveston 
County.

KEY POINTS: Abolishes the office of County Treasurer in Galveston County in order to 
downsize costs (as done previously in 9 other counties). Authorizes the Galveston County 
Commissioners Court to employ or contract someone else to perform the duties of a County 
Treasurer.
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER:
Exodus 18:21: Moreover you shall select from all the people able men, such as fear 
God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them to be rulers of 
thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.
Proverbs 6:6-8: Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways and be wise, Which, 
having no captain, Overseer or ruler, Provides her supplies in the summer, And gathers 
her food in the harvest.
Proverbs 16:16: How much better to get wisdom than gold! And to get understanding is 
to be chosen rather than silver.

13. How it will be described on the ballot: The constitutional amendment to 
increase the mandatory age of retirement for state justices and judges.
KEY POINTS: Increases the mandatory retirement ages for state justices and 

judges from 75 to 79. Removes the provision that justices and judges may only serve until 
December 31 of their fourth year in office if they reach the age of 75 within the first four years 
of a six-year term. 
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER:
Exodus 18:21: see Proposition 12.
2 Chronicles 19:6-7: He said to the judges, “Consider what you are doing, for you do not 
judge for man but for the Lord who is with you when you render judgment. Now then let 
the fear of the Lord be upon you; be very careful what you do, for the Lord our God will 
have no part in unrighteousness or partiality or the taking of a bribe.”
Proverbs 22:29: Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will stand before kings; He 
will not stand before obscure men.
Proverbs 24:23: These also are sayings of the wise. To show partiality in judgment is not 
good.

14. How it will be described on the ballot: The constitutional amendment providing 
for the creation of the centennial parks conservation fund to be used for the 
creation and improvement of state parks.

KEY POINTS: Establishes the Centennial Parks Conservation Fund as a trust fund outside 
the state treasury. Funds are to be used for the creation and improvement of state parks, in 
association with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. Cost to the taxpayers is unknown.
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO CONSIDER:
1 Peter 2:13-14: see Proposition 6.   1 Samuel 8:11-18: see Proposition 5.

* Source: Huffines Liberty Foundation

Total Cost: $7.8 billion*


